
St Mary’s Parish  
The parish of St Mary’s, Brewood, is part of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Birmingham, and serves part of rural Staffordshire between Wolverhampton 
and Stafford, including the villages of Brewood, Penkridge, Wheaton Aston, 
Bishops Wood and Coven and their surrounding areas. Weekly mass is 
celebrated here and also (on Sundays) at St Michael’s Anglican Church in 
Penkridge. Please see our notice board or our website for details.  
 
If you would like more information the parish or about the Catholic faith 
please contact our Parish Priest at: 
St Mary’s Presbytery  
Wharf Lane  
Brewood  
Staffordshire  
ST19 9BG  
  
Tel: 01902 850394 
Email: stmarysrcbrewood@hotmail.com 
Website: stmarybrewood.org.uk 
 
St Mary’s Catholic primary school next to the church continues the mission 
of the parish’s founders; with the modern school dating from 1964. It is a 
small, friendly school, serving the young people in our community; helping 
them get to learn about the world around them and to know Christ as their 
friend.  
 
If you wish find out more about St Mary’s school, its contact details are:  
Tel. 01902 850261 
Email: office@st-marys-brewood.staffs.sch.uk 
Website: stmaryscatholicprimarybrewood.org.uk 
 

Suggested Reading 
Fisher, Michael, Pugin-Land: A.W.N. Pugin, Lord Shrewsbury and the Gothic 
Revival in Staffordshire, Michael J. Fisher Publishing, Stafford, 2002. 
O'Donnell, Roderick, The Pugins and the Catholic Midlands, Gracewing, 
Leominster, 2002. 
 

Please feel free to keep this leaflet. 
 

 

Welcome to St Mary’s, Brewood 
 

 
 
St Mary's Church was designed by Augustine Welby Northmore Pugin in 
1843 and was built in 1843-44 by George Myers. As a local Christian 
community within the Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham, we are proud 
of our beautiful church and we hope you enjoy your time here to pray and 
reflect.  
 
Local Catholic History 
The Giffard family, the owners of the local Chillington estate, encouraged 
the Catholic faith to continue to be practised through the difficult times of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The Giffards kept a priest who 
cared for the other Catholics of the area.  
 
During the Civil War in 1651, Catholic families nearby at White Ladies, 
Boscobel House and Old Moseley Hall sheltered Charles II who, in turn, 
promised toleration for the Catholics of the area as an act of thanks. The 
Giffards provided chapels at Black Ladies and at Longbirch which where 
the Bishops (then known as Vicars Apostolic) lived for some time as they 
served the Catholic Midland District.  
 
The Bishops moved their base to Wolverhampton and then to Birmingham 
so it was decided to close the two Chapels and to build a church, priest’s 
house, school (now a nursery) and school house, overlooking the Shropshire 
Union canal at the western edge of the village of Brewood.  
 
The Building of St Mary’s Church 
Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin (1812–1852) (right) is 
widely regarded as England’s most influential early-
Victorian architect, designer and theorist. He is known 
to most people for his designs for the interior of the 
Houses of Parliament. Pugin was commissioned to 
design the group of buildings here at Brewood in the 
13th Century, Early English style and they were built at a 
cost of £1,345.  
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St Mary’s is beautifully situated in the historic village of Brewood and is a 
testimony to the generosity of the Giffard family who gave the land for the 
church and churchyard and also paid for the early parish priests’ upkeep. 
 
The church is built in coursed sandstone rubble with slate roofs and its tower 
has a broached spire. Along with the priest house, old school and school house 
it is a Grade II listed building. The stone pillar water stoup outside the left-
side of the entrance porch is possibly 12th century and is said to have come 
from White Ladies convent. 
 
In June 1844, the Church was officially opened with Fr. Robert Richmond as 
parish priest but sadly he lived less than a week after the opening. He was 
succeeded by his nephew Fr William Richmond (d. 1848) and both are 
commemorated by brass plaques on the chancel. At this time, seating went 
across most of the church, accommodating up to 400 people. 
 
Interior Details of the Church 
The east window, by Hardman of 
Birmingham, depicts Our Lady Queen 
of Heaven. The high altar is simple, its 
only decoration being a lamb and flag 
motif deeply recessed beneath the altar 
table. The tabernacle contains the Body 
of Christ and so the church is a special 
place of prayer and reverence in his 
presence.   
 

 

Tradition has it that the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and child on the alabaster Lady 
Chapel altar was kept at the nearby White Ladies 
Convent until that building was ransacked and set 
on fire in 1651 by Parliamentary soldiers hunting 
Charles II. During the attack, the statue is said to 
have been pierced by a sword above the right knee 
and at the back is a hole supposedly caused by a 
musket ball. Taken to Chillington Hall, it is 
believed to have been passed to the chapel at Black 
Ladies before coming to St Mary’s. The window 
behind it was from Pugin and was relocated from 
the east window in the 1920’s. 

The tapestry to the left of the Lady Chapel altar was 
lovingly made by parishioners in 1994 to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the church. At its top left it shows 
the church; middle left - Our Lady; top right - 
Speedwell Castle (mid 18th Century, situated near the 
centre of Brewood) and bottom middle - the canal 
bridge next to the church. 
 

 

In the north wall is a Hardman brass to members of the Whitgreave family 
which suggests they became the principal benefactors of the church. 
 

 

The baptismal font is thought to be from George Myers 
workshop and was originally located to the rear of the 
south aisle where the confessional is now. There is a 
curious squint between the north east corner of the south 
aisle near the baptismal font and the chancel south wall to 
allow views of the priest at high altar from this side.  

 
Behind the font is a large 17th Century crucifix which 
came from Black Ladies and also a 15th Century statue 

of the Virgin and Child, thought to be of Flemish origin 
and restored by Hardman. This was a gift by Pugin from 
his collection of wooden sculptures acquired during his 
visits to the continent.  
 

 

The organ is believed to have originally been owned by 
Blessed John Henry Newman (1801-1890), the influential 
religious leader who pioneered the Anglican Oxford 
Movement, went on to become a Catholic Cardinal 
priest and was beatified by Pope Benedict 16th in 
Birmingham in 2010 

 
The west window in the tower dates from 1920 and 
depicts Christ crucified as part of the sacrifice of the 
Mass with God the Father and Holy Spirit above. St 
Michael and St George are either side, with soldiers 
from the First World War at Mass below. The tower 
contains a bell which is rung during mass. 

 

 


